SUMMER OLYMPICS

Learn about the Summer Olympics through some of the thousands
of stamps issued to commemorate the eveRtomthe story of the Greek gods
and its early history to the sitefU KA & &SI NQ&a DI YSa 7
anexciting philatelic adventure awaits you.

Try the Torch Run maze, match famous American Olympians to the stamps
that honor them- these activities and so much more help to tell the story
of the Summer Olympics through stamps and other postal items.

Have a little fun with the Animal Olympics activity on page 18
andthen goto page 19%o find out how you can get a free
philatelic prize package including Olympieated items.

Start exploring the world of the Summer Olympics now!
Letthe philatelic games begin!!
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The Gods of Mount Olympus

As Eos first spread her yellow robe across the earth,
thunderloving Zeus summoned an assembly of the gods
on the highest crest of mamjdged Olympus.
-HomerThe lliad

TheGreeksbelievedthat their gods were humaand exhibitedhuman
emotions, including jealously, love and hatrddhey thought thathe gods
and mankind were partnerand that both existed to serve one another. The
only differencewas that thegods had supernatural powers while mankind
did not. Greelchildrenwere taught to strive to be théest theycouldbe so
that they could be more like the gods.

EachGreek citystate selected a patron god as their protector. This god
was worshipedso thathis or hergood favor would fall upon the people of
that region.Thechief god,Zeus, was worshipped by every Greek citizen.

TheGreeks believed that thievelve most important and most powerful
gods lived ona mountaintop in northern Greece known as Mount Olympus.
Fromthis mountain the gods ruled and controlledhe natural world, as well
asthe lives of individual people

The site oOlympia hadeen inhabited since
prehistoric times. In the 10th century B.C., Olympia
became aenterfor the worship of ZeusThis

stamp was issued by The United Nations (Vienna) in
2004. 1t shows Olympia, which is a World Heritage
Site.

Information from www.kidspast.com



The Gods of Mount Olympus

IVAAOWHY HAINHYY

Zeus
King of the gods and
ruler of Mount

Olympus; god of sky and

thunder. Brother and
husband of Hera.

Hera

Queenof the gods and
the goddess of
marriage and family.
Wife and sister of
Zeus.

Poseidon

Lordof the seas,
earthquakes and
horses. Brother of
Zeus.

Demeter
Thegoddess of
fertility, agriculture,
nature, and the
seasons.

Hermes

Messengenf the gods;
god of commerce and
thieves. Son of Zeus.

Athena

Goddesof wisdom,
handicrafts, defense
and strategic warfare.
The daughter of Zeus.
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Apollo-
Godof light,

knowledge, music,
poetry, prophecy, and
archery. Twin brother
of Artemis.

Artemis-

Goddes®f the hunt,
archery, and all
animals. Thelaugh
ter of Zeus and the
twin sister of Apollo.

Ares

Godof war, violence,
and bloodshed. Son
of Zeus and Hera.

Aphrodite-
Goddessf love and

beauty The wife of
Hephaestus.

Hephaestus
Godof the fire and forge

The master blacksmith
and craftsman of the
gods and husbandf
Aphrodite.

Hestia

Sster of Zeus and Hera,
goddess of home and
hearth. 3




The Gods of Mount Olympus
1 Puzzle

WORD BANK
Aphrodite
Apollo
Ares 10
Artemis
Athena
Demeter
Hephaestus
Hera
Hermes
Hestia
Poseidon
Zeus

11

Across. Down:

5. Goddessf love Queerof the gods

6. Goddessf the hunt Goddesof home and hearth
8. Godof the sea Messenger of the gods

10. Goddess of wisdom King of the gods

11. God of war Godof knowledge

Godof fire

Goddessf nature 4
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Answers are on page 24.



The First Olympics

The first record of the Olympic
Games dates from 776 B.C. The

) Thisstamp is
were probably established from a set
issued by the
hundreds of years before that. Greok Post
They started out as a small event Officfe tohheHO
t
but soon became the most popule 1696 Olympic
festival in Greece. They took plad Gamhes. The
amphora
every four years and became so (Vai’e) Shows
important that the Greeks recorde Athena with
) ) shield, helmet
events according to the Olympiad and lance

in which they occurred.
The games began to decline after Greece became part of the

Roman empire. In 393 A.D., Theodosius I, declared that all pagar

centers were to be closed. As a result, Olympia was eventually
abandoned and was soon destroyed by invaders, fires, and

earthquakes. Any buildings left were soon covered by several fee
mud from flooding. They were uncovered by archaeologists more

than a thousand years later, in the early™M&ntury.

A young French nobleman, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, read ab
excavations that the Germans were doing in the 1890s at Olympia
He started thinking about reviving the Olympic Games. He thougt

it would be a good way to promote
physical fithess and a way for
nations to compete against each
other without going to war.

Baron de Coubertin set up the
International Olympic Committee
in 1894 and the first modern
Olympics were held two years
later in Athens.



//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/1501_Design_60.png

Summer Olympics 2012

The Games of the XXX {3@Ilympiad, or
2012 Summer Olympics, will take place from
July 2% until August 12 in London, England.
London is the first city to host the Olympics

,. three times. The other two dates were 1908

and 1948. Over 200 countries will send about
10,500 athletes to compete. Queen Elizabeth

andthe Duke of Edinburgh will officially open the games at the
openingOSNB Y2y eés> gKAOK IslesioR 2 y RS ND

These stamps and cancel are o
from the 1948 London Olympics i

WELCOMETO
THE LONDON 2012
OLYMPIC GAMES

%

A souvenir sheet commemorating the 2012 London Olympics.



Touring London

Use the map below to circle the correct answer. Answers are on page 24.
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The
Albert Memorial is
EASTor WEST
of Westminster
Abbey.

Tower of London The Whte Tower

The Tower of London
is
EASTor WEST
of The Houses of
Parliament.

Buckingham Palac
is
NORTHr SOUTH
of Westminster
Cathedral.




The Opening Ceremony

TheOpening Ceremony is a truly amazing and colorful event.
Athletes from around the world march into the stadium carrying ar
waving the flags of their country. During the ceremony, the start c
the Olympic Games is announced, the Olympic flag is raised, anc
hundreds of doves are released into the air as a symbol of peace.
Olympic oath is read with athletes promising to compete fairly anc
show good sportsmanship.

Entertainmentis an elaborate and colorful example of the
pageantry provided by the host country and culminates in the ligh
of the Olympic flame, which will remain burning during the entire
Olympic competition. Prior to the start of the games, thousands ¢
runners carry a lit torch from Greece, site of the first Olympics, to
location of the current Olympic games.
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The Olympic Rings

Thesymbol for the Olympic Games consists |of
five interlockingringsto representthe five
continents or major regions of the world: Afric
Asia, Australia (Oceana), Europe, and North a
South America (Americas). The rings are colof
blue, yellow, black, green, and red on a white
background. At least one of these colors
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This is the
front of a
booklet and
the stamps
found inside
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This is a fun way to countdown to the
< ¥, opening of the Olympic4.00k at a calenda

X
, g2 to determine how many days there are uniil

L ) the games start on July 2Z012. You nee
l that many strips of blue, yellow, black, gregn

_ g and red paper. Loop them together usin
= \?j tape. Then tear off one strip each day.
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